15th Street: It’s hitting the fan [UPDATED]

April 17, 2026

Update: April 21, 2026: WE WON!!

Have you seen the good news!? WABAS legal team argued our case for saving the
15th Street protected bike at a hearing on April oth. Today, April 2151, the judge
issued a ruling TN OUR FAVOR. The fight may nol be over—theres a chance the
government trles to appeal- but this is REALLY GOOL NEWS. The ruling states
that the decision o remove the bike lane was arbitrary and capricions, and that the
removal cannot proceed as planned. The government has to follow a public Input
process and conduct further rezearch. Eead more:
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Update: April 17, 2026: No Decision on WABA Lawsuit Yet.

Earlier this week, federal agencies put up signage saying "Paving on 15th Street on
or arcund 4,/23/267 near the 15th 5t and Constitution Ave and 1 5th St/REaul
Wallenberg Place and Maine Ave intersections. The signs are a disquieling
reminder about the potential future of this essential bike lane,

While we fervently hope for an injunction— and the judge did commit to an answer
by April 22 — the povernment is clearly preparing to move ahead. We will keep you
informed az thiz develops. Thank vou for all of vour support of WABA in this
important fight.

Feeling fired up? Us too! Join us for a communily rally on Toesday, April 21st, at

spm near the Washington Monuwment to call to save the bike lane! Clever signs
and noise-makers encoonragesd.
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Update: April 9, 2026: We sued
the federal government, it helped.

Two weeks ago we filed a complaint against the Department of the Interior
demanding that federal agencies halt any further action to remove the protected
bike lane, and that they follow the legally required processes to make this Kind of
change, which include, among other things, soliciting public input, demonstrating
that the removal will not have a negative impact on safety (it will), and
demonstrating that the removal will not have a negative impact on the environment
(it will).

The Department of Justice agreed not to remove the lanes until April 23. This is
a great step in the right direction. We're not taking their word for it though, and will
continue to keep a close watch on 15th Street.

On April 9, Our all-star legal team from Covington and Beveridge & Diamond
argued our case in front of a federal judge and we expect a decision before April 23.

What you can doc

1. Share this petition calling on the National Park Service to leave the lanes in
place. Post it on your social media, send it to your friends, vour family, your
neighborhood listservs. Get the word out!

2. Hedp us pay for the lawyers who are working on this with us. We're in this fight

together and we need your support now more than almost any other time in our
history.

3. Buy a “Don’l iread on my bike lane”™ t-shirt!

Older updates:

March 23, 2026

Last Thur=day =signs went up on East Basin Drive announcing construction work
beginning Monday March 23rd, and workers on site confirmed that the work
includes the removal of the 15th Street Bike Lane.

Lawsuit

Today WABA files a lawsuit against the government for their planned removal of
the 15th street bike lane on federal land for not complying with federal law,
including because the government has not provided the legally required public
PrOCESSES,
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the 15th street bike lane on federal land for not complying with federal Lasw,
including because the government has not provided the legally required poblic
PIOCESSES,

As parl of this lawsuit, we notified the Department of Justice of this ‘off-hours,
emergency filing. Yesterday, Sunday, the Department of Justice responded.

In their response they confirmed that the relevant government parties would not
start work on removing the bike lane before March 30.

Accordingly, we now plan to file our lawsuit today, March 23rd, and to seek that the
court issue an order halting the removal process before March 30.

And also:

We're also working with the League of American Bicyclists, Rep Eleanor Holmes
Morton, and VA Eep Don Beyer to include language in upcoming appropriations
that prevents lederal agencies from spending money to remove the bike lane.

Signers on that letter also sent a letter to USDOT on Friday opposing the removal
of thie bike lame.

Background:

We heard some well substantiated rumors about 2 month ago that USTOT, at the
behest of the White House, was pressuring MPS to remove the part of the 15th
Street Protected Bike Lane that's on land the Park Service controls, from
Constitution Ave to the Jefferson Memorial. Technically, this requires a public input
process, bit we all saw what happened to the East Wing of the White House, and
we anticipated that the azency would attempt to do the work without following
proper procedures. In the intervening weeks, we've been working with our legal
feam o prepare a complaint, and we've had volunieers riding the lanes (o let us
Enow if anything suspicious popped up.

We know from DDOT's data that these lanes improve safety for everyone and
actually reduce car traffic congestion. And this isn't unique. We know from study
after study after study that bike lanes make everyone safer and don't cause
congestion. Removing them is not about making the street safer, or even making
things more convenient for drivers.

We'll keep vou updated as this unfolds.
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Last Thursday signs went up on East Basin Drive announcing constrschion work
beginning Monday March 23rd, and workers on site confirmed that the work
includes the removal of the 1 81h Street Hike Lane.

Lawsuit

Today WAHA files & lawsudt against the goverament for their plannod rermoval of
the: 15th street ke lane on federal land for pot complying with foderal Law,
inchiding because the government has not provided the legally requaired puhlic
Processes.

As part of this lawswit, we notifed the Department of Justios of this ‘off-hours,
emergency’ Ming. Yesterday, Sundsy, the Department of Jusice responded.
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